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USINESS MATTERS

Ethan Allen Warehouse
Sale

Stella’s Bridals and Tuxedos Has It All

- Article & photo by Soo Young Lee -

The large storefront sits on Eastemn Avenue just east
of Patterson Park. The windows that span almost half
a block feature a selection of garments in which the
store specializes: the princess-like Quinceanera gowns,
elegant wedding dresses and men's and women's for-
mal wear. Stepping inside, decadent fabrics layered
in creams and whites and a colorful array of hues and
textures for bridesmaids dresses greet customers

Since Philip M. Kenney, President and CEO, and Doris
M. Dower, Vice President and General Manager, pur-
chased the store in March 2009, transformations have
been happening. Doris and the staff put in a great deal
of effort and elbow grease to rearrange the store and al-
low for more browsing room while addressing service
as the prime focus to make any customer feel welcome.

Stella’s has had three different owners in the span
of 40 years of being in business. It became Stella’s
Bridals and Tuxedos under new management of Fash-
ions on The Avenue with a commitment to continue
the tradition and while specializing their services. The
store supports their customers with the best service,
products and accessories for the occasion, whether it
is a wide selection of bridesmaids dresses and shoes
or the tiara and chair for the Quinceanera ceremony.
Addressing the need for formal attire for all occasions,
Stella’s also ca
and homecoming gowns with an incredible array of

ies a wide range of graduation, prom

styles and prices. All kinds of accessories one might
nead for a wedding or a formal occasion are also avail-
able to provide one stop shopping and convenience
for their customers. Kenney said, “We pride ourselves
in listening to our customers to find just the gown and
accessories for them and their party.”

Kenney met the previous owner of the store under

S
A selection of Quinceanera dresses.

synchronistic events when Dower’s growing business
required more space. Even though the business ven-
ture was started during economically challenging
times, he feels that working harder and better will not
slow him down. Stella’s ability to offer a broad range
of formal wear and services for all income brackets
will serve their customers well.,

Dower made a powerful point that the economy is
not slowing down the number of weddings. “People
may cut back on the reception, the honeymoon maybe,
but most brides still want the best dress for this spe-
cial occasion,” she noted. The store not only offers cus-
tom designs and the best line of wedding dresses but
also closeout bargains of one of kind dresses and ev-
erything in between. They also carry vintage dresses
that are often purchased for their attention to crafts-
manship or beading as well as destination dresses for
far away weddings.

With over 30 years of bridal formal design and pro-

fessional seamstress skills, Dower brought her own
thriving business “Sew Elegant” under the same roof
as the store and provides quality tailoring, alteration
and design for the customer. The best European cou-
ture seamstress in the region works with Doris’ ex-
pertise to alter wedding gowns, even if they were not
purchased at Stella’s. The staff has an ability and will-
ingness to service people who wear larger sizes and
custom design. Doris said she feels the store has “a
real gift for making anyone feel good and look great
in formal wear.”

Right now they are having a seasonal clearance for
fall lines. Shoppers can find wedding gowns as low
as $50, formals as low as $10, shoes as low as $9 and
hundreds of off the rack wedding gowns for 40 per
cent off. Gifts, purses, silk flowers, favors and silver
cake knives are all marked down, as well as never-
worn retro gowns.

Customer service is the key to their success, and
they treat each customer with the attention and re-
spect they deserve. They provide excellent consulta-
tive services that focus on the essentials the customer
wants to have for their special day. Appointments are
strongly suggested if one needs detailed attention, but
walk-ins are also welcome. Kenney said the store op-
crates on this belief: “Whoever walks in the door is
special and has chosen us and that is important to us.”
For stellar service and quality dresses, Stella’s provides
it under one roof.

Fashions on The Avenue, DBA: Stella’s Bridals and
Tuxedos, is located at 3309-21 Eastern Ave. Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Friday
and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sunday appointment
only. For more information, call 410-522-7447 or visit

www.stellabridals com.
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